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Newsletter designer 
Little Shiva (former  
Charlottean) thinks 
grassroots publishing 
is super fun. Yay team!

John McBride  
(East Eighth Street) is 
the newsletter editor.

ECA Officers
Sarah Crowder
President
704 502 7866
Greenway Avenue 
sarahcr@bellsouth.net

Evan Kettler
Vice President
704 577 4901
North Laurel Avenue
evan.kettler@gmail.com

***POSITION VACANT***
Secretary 
 
Danielle Kleinrichert
Treasurer
704 804 1509
Pecan Avenue 
danielle@neatbooks.co

Eric Davis
Past President 
Traffic Chair
704 776 3013
Greenway Avenue 
ericadavis0123@gmail.com

ECA Board Members
West Bryant
Communications Chair
704 898 5044
East Fifth Street
west.bryant@gmail.com

***POSITION VACANT***
Business Liaison

Paul Freeman
Beautification & Trees
704 491 5656
East Fifth Street / paul@
freemanlandscapearchitecture.com

Lauren Gomez
Membership Chair
704 728 2066
East 5th Street 
laurenmcjo@gmail.com

Anne Lambert
At-large
704 589 9146
Hawthorne Bridge Court 
chickspeare@hotmail.com

John F. McBride
Newsletter
980 254 7367
East Eighth Street
john.f.mcb@gmail.com

Regan Miller
At-large
704 333 1700
East 8th Street 
regan.miller12@gmail.com

Cherie Swarthout
At-Large
704 517 6582
Sunnyside Avenue
swarthoutc@queens.edu

Lisa Yagla
Social Chair
704 807 1862
Pecan Avenue
lyagla@gmail.com

Robert Zabel
Elizabeth 8K  
Road Race Chair
917 873 8028
Pecan Avenue
nycrcz@yahoo.com

Officer L. Beimel
CMPD neighborhood community 
coordinator
704 336 3054
lbeimel@cmpd.org

The ECA Newsletter
The ECA newsletter is published 
quarterly (March, June, September 
and December) and delivered 
to homes and businesses in 
the Elizabeth neighborhood of 
Charlotte. The production team: 

John McBride  
editor

Jeremy Deese  
circulation czar

Susan Green  
editorial assistant and proofreader

Little Shiva designer

Sir Speedy printer

Got a story or photo idea? Want  
to buy an ad? Email newsletter@ 
elizabethcommunity.com.

Anne McBride  
(East 8th Street) 
was born in Elizabeth 
and is currently home 
from college.

Danielle Kleinrichert  
Pecan Avenue 
dkleinrichert 
@gmail.com

Yen Duong  
9th Street 
yenergy@gmail.com

Katie Granelli 
East 5th Street 
katie.granelli@ 
gmail.com

Sarah Crowder 
Greenway Avenue 
sarahcr@bellsouth.net

Susan Green 
East 5th Street 
susangreen8@ 
gmail.com

Kay Minor 
East Eighth Street 
gardenbelle@ 
icloud.com

Eric Davis 
Greenway Avenue 
ericadavis0123@
gmail.com

Mary Kilburn 
Pecan Avenue 
misjosbc@aol.com

Jim Morrill  
Kenmore Avenue 
jmorrill634@ 
gmail.com

From the President:  
My last column
by Sarah Crowder

This past two years as ECA 
president has been full of unex-
pected challenges and delights.

I was the only brand-new 
member of the board when I was 
elected president in September 
2019. The strong team of 
experienced board members 
made sure I had the tools to learn 
on the job. We had a great time 
at the 2019 Pumpkin Wall and 
holiday party and then – boom. 
COVID sent us all to a prolonged 
time out.

Along with the rest of you, 
the board figured out how to 
function with virtual meetings 
and distanced sidewalk 
conversations. We should all be 
proud of our neighborhood, as 
you all rallied to support each 
other through the months of 
isolation in 2020. 

The board wisely provided 
opportunities for Elizabethans to 
gather safely outdoors in 2020, 
from the 2020 TOGETHER 
Pumpkin Wall to the first ever 
Merry Meander. Lisa Yagla and 
John Short get huge kudos for 
their leadership.

We sadly had to cancel the 
2020 Elizabeth 8K Road Race 
but were still able to donate 
substantial sponsor funds to 
organizations fighting hunger, 
via the Elizabeth Cares initiative. 
Under Rob Zabel’s experienced 
and steady leadership, the 8K 

Annual ECA meeting
Sept. 30 at 6:30 p.m.

Virtual

At publication time, the plan was to 
hold a live, virtual annual meeting. 
All Elizabeth residents and business 
owners are invited to get updates from 
the ECA and elect new members of the 
board for the coming year. Details were 
being worked out, so be on the lookout 
for an email with updates. 

Go to elizabethcommunity.com to sign 
up for ECA email notifications. While 
you’re there, take a moment to either 
become an ECA member or renew your 
yearly membership for the low price of 
$20 ($10 aged 65 and older). Or just 
point your smart phone camera to the 
new ECA membership QR code below.

On the back cover
Parade marshals Mimi Rees (left) and 
Lucida Lucas ride on the Carolina 
blue Minor Mustang driven by Tucker 
Minor, with Gab DeFranceschi riding 
shotgun, during the annual Fourth of 
July parade through Elizabeth. During 
the parade (photo above), the crowd 
stopped in front of the Williard home 
on Clement to honor parade marshal 
emeritus Lee Williard with a rousing 
rendition of “America The Beautiful.”  
Mike Watson (right) waved the flag 
as the crowd sang. After the parade, 
neighbors gathered in the backyard 
of Hardin and Linda Minor to eat hot 
dogs, sing patriotic songs and listen to 
readings from our founding documents. 
The event has been a part of the 
neighborhood fabric for 25 years. 
Photo by John McBride 

contributors
On the cover
Professional soccer returned to the 
renovated American Legion Memorial 
Stadium on July 7. Look for more 
coverage of the reopening elsewhere in 
this issue. Photo by John McBride
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went virtual for 2021 and we 
had strong sponsorship and 
participants from near and far.

Behind the scenes, the Land 
Use and Development (LUD) 
committee was extremely busy, 
handling numerous rezoning 
petitions. As ECA vice president 
and LUD chair Evan Kettler 
often reminds us, Elizabeth is an 
attractive area for development. 
“Just say no” doesn’t work 
when dealing with rezoning 
petitions: It takes creative and 
positive responses to shape 
these proposals in ways that are 
positive for our neighborhood. 
Evan also started an alleyway 
subcommittee to look at ways to 
enhance and preserve our alleys, 
under the leadership of 5th 
Street neighbor Chris Warren.

Other board members have 
worked hard, too. Danielle Klein-
richert has professionalized our 
financials through her expertise 
with QuickBooks and is starting 
an environmental committee. 
Eric Davis has opened lines of 
communication with the city 
on traffic and has recruited an 
effective working committee. 
Lauren Gomez recently joined 
the board as membership chair 
and already has great ideas to 
increase our membership rolls. 
John McBride has expanded 
this marvelous newsletter in 
content and advertising. Paul 
Freeman works hard to keep the 
trolley path well-lit and beautiful 
and to increase opportunities 
for tree planting. He also did 

important work last winter with 
Mecklenburg park and rec on 
renovations in the park. Regan 
has taken point on our effort 
to persuade Atrium to change 
their discharge location policies 
for the Mercy emergency room 
(more on this elsewhere in this 
issue). And at-large board mem-
bers Cherie Swarthout and Anne 
Lambert have continued to lead 
on issues affecting Sunnyside 
and pitch in on other projects.

I’m not leaving out West 
Bryant, our communications 
guru. In fact, West has agreed to 
be nominated as president for 
next year. We have a lot to look 
forward to with his leadership. 
West has been our resident sage, 
wise-guy and techno wizard. He 
also has awesome team building 
and business skills. I plan to stay 
on the board as past president 
and focus on special projects and 
technical aspects of rezoning 
petitions for LUD and am looking 
forward to working under West’s 
leadership. 

Until the end of September, 
I’ll be full on with pending ECA 
business: Helping organize the 
annual meeting (details on page 
2); leading the board towards 
a decision on historic district; 
and helping with negotiations 
with Atrium Health about the 
problems caused by Mercy 
discharge policies.

What else is on tap this 
year? I’m almost hesitant to 
say; for the last two years of 
fall newsletter columns, I’ve 

many with apparent behavioral 
problems, from its emergency 
room on 5th Street. 

In July neighbors saw hospital 
security officers escort a man 
from the emergency room to 
the sidewalk. After knocking 
on a door in the 2100 block 
of 5th Street, he walked to the 
next block and stopped at Carol 
Scala’s home. He rang the bell. 
She saw him through the glass 
front door, exposing himself.  

“I slammed the door and told 
my son to call 911,” said Scala. 
“We thought he was going to be 
in the house.” 

Police arrested the 51-year-
old man minutes later and 
charged him with indecent 

exposure and communicating 
threats. “(B)y leaving him on this 
residential street, this practice 
exposed the neighboring 
homeowners to his dangerous 
criminal behavior,” Regan Miller, 
a member of the Elizabeth Com-
munity Association board and a 
retired chief district court judge, 
said in a July 23 letter to Atrium 
vice president Erin Snyder.

Multiple instances
 For months, Miller and 

ECA President Sarah Crowder 
have asked hospital officials 
to discharge troubled patients 
from their main entrance on 
Vail Avenue. That’s further from 
homes and closer to a CATS bus 
stop on Randolph Road.

But Atrium has no plans to 
change its procedures.

“While some who live in the 
community may disagree with 
our approach, we are committed 
to treating all of our patients 
equally, with dignity and com-
passion, and making available 
resources they may choose to 
accept,” spokesman Dan Fogle-
man said in a statement. “We will 
not profile our patients and treat 
them differently based on their 
socioeconomic status nor limit 
the freedoms and protections 
they are entitled to.”

Crowder said that’s not the 
issue. “We just want people 
without transportation who 
are a threat to our neighbors 

been wrong. But here goes: As 
the pandemic wanes (it WILL 
wane, won’t it??), the ECA will 
resume our traditional events – 
the progressive dinner, Easter 
egg hunt, the home and garden 
tour, Elizabeth recycles day, 
among other things. Plans are 
already underway for the 2021 
edition of the Pumpkin Wall. 
And we’re thinking hard about 
organizing the Merry Meander 
again in December.

To do all that, we need an 
amazing social chair. Lisa Yagla 
is hanging up her perfectly 
organized clipboard and has 
agreed to be nominated as 
secretary. That leaves the social 
chair position open. Think about 
it! You’ll be hearing more about 
this through email.

As I say in every column, 
Elizabeth is an amazing 
neighborhood, and we are all 
so fortunate to live here. You, 
all of the neighbors, make it so. 
Thank you..

As incidents on 5th rise, 
Mercy’s discharge policy 
rankles neighbors
by Jim Morrill

Alarmed by a series of 
disturbing incidents, Elizabeth 
neighborhood leaders have 
asked Atrium Health to change 
the way it releases troubled 
patients from Mercy Hospital.

Atrium’s answer: No.

The problem stems from 
Mercy’s discharge of patients, 

Atrium Health says it discharges patients 
“from the area in which they are being 
serviced.” Photo by John McBride
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to be discharged where they’re 
near a bus stop,” she said. “The 
position of the hospital is that 
once they’re off (their) property 
they’re not (their) problem and 
neighbors should call the police. 
We feel the hospital is not taking 
responsibility… 

“(Don’t) discharge people 
who are impaired with mental 
health problems to a place where 
they’re going to cause a problem 
for residents.”

Falling through the cracks
In a Mar. 23 letter to Snyder, 

Miller detailed nine instances 
since July 2020 of former 

patients causing trouble in the 
neighborhood after their re-
lease. They included vandalism 
of property, patients trying to 
sleep on porches or screaming 
late at night, and ringing neigh-
borhood doorbells late at night.

Snyder told the ECA in May 
that Atrium offers housing sup-
port and transportation vouch-
ers for released patients. “Some-
times,” she wrote, “despite all 
our efforts, a patient will decline 
the assistance, choosing to leave 
the (emergency department) on 
foot – walking on public streets 
and sidewalks.”

Liz Clasen-Kelly, CEO of A 
Roof Above, which advocates 
for the homeless, said Atrium 
works with the agency on patient 
discharges. But, she said, “There 
are certainly people who slip 
through the cracks.”

“At the end of the day, it 
comes down to individual staff 
interactions,” she said.

Crowder said the ECA is “not 
just worried about the safety of 
our residents, but also about the 
well-being of the patients who 
are just put out on the street.

“We’re also worried that 
simply calling CMPD exposes 

these people to really negative 
consequences. The hospital 
could head off these issues — 
as well as the problems in our 
neighborhood – if they would do 
better discharge planning.”

‘Scared to walk  
out my door’

Pat Springs has seen this up 
close. She lives on 5th Street 
directly across from the emer-
gency room ramp. She says she’s 
made a dozen calls to police in 
the last year alone. She says she’s 
seen hospital security guards 
“literally throw” a man onto the 
sidewalk.

“We’re talking about people 
that security are having to 
remove,” Springs says. “It’s just 
the insanity of something that 
doesn’t work and a corporation 
so big and with so many resourc-
es that they won’t rectify this.”

Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
police said the number of 911 
calls from the neighborhood  
was not immediately available.

Fogleman said the hospital 
“discharges patients from the 
area in which they are being 
serviced.”

“Especially during after-hours 
situations, emergency depart-
ment patients would have to be 
escorted throughout the entire 
building and let out,” he said. 
“The front entrance is not open 
24 hours per day, like the ER 
entrance is.” Neighborhood 
leaders believe the hospital can 
change that policy.

Miller, the former judge, said 
the hospital could be flirting 
with legal liabilities.

“There is a claim for ‘negligent 
infliction of emotional distress’ 
which the hospital is responsible 
for,” he said. “But obviously they 
don’t see it that way.”

At least one public official 
said he may get involved. “I’m 
certainly happy to try to force 
the hand of leadership at the 
hospital to work with the neigh-
borhood to help find a solution,” 
said Charlotte City Council 
member Larken Egleston.

Springs, a teacher who 
sometimes leaves her house 
before sunrise, said she’s “scared 
to walk out my door in hours of 
darkness.”

“It’s not working out for 
anybody,” she said of the hospi-
tal policy. “Not the patient. Not 
Mercy. Not the neighbors. Who 
does this work for?”

Pair of ECA meetings 
address historic 
designation for Elizabeth 

The ECA board held two 
meetings in early August to 
discuss historic designation (HD) 
for the neighborhood.

On Aug. 4, the board, 
supporters of HD designation 
and representatives from the 
Historic Elizabeth Neighborhood 
Foundation (HNEF) met with 
Planning Director Taiwo 
Jaiyeoba, Historic District 
Commission Program Manager 

Kristi Harpst and City Council 
representative Larken Egleston.

The two-hour virtual panel 
discussion was led by ECA 
President Sarah Crowder, and 
was designed to help inform the 
board about details of HD and 
whether or how to support the 
historic designation (HD) effort.

The Aug. 4 meeting was 
recorded and can be viewed 
by pointing your smart phone 
camera to the QR code at the end 
of this article.

The board then held its 
regular monthly meeting on 
August 12. Among other items 
on the agenda was an offer from 
HENF to manage the HD process 
with support and funding from 
the ECA.

HENF was formed in the 
1990s. At one time it was a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit, but lost 
that status after several years of 
inactivity. Under the leadership 
of Clif Settlemyer, HENF has 
recently reactivated its board 
and is preparing the paperwork 
to regain the tax exempt status.

HENF’s proposal  
to the ECA:
1. HENF will contract with a 
provider to produce a survey 
of properties in the Elizabeth 
neighborhood to verify those that are 
historic. Estimated cost: $10,000. 
The HENF agrees to pay the first 
$8,000 of this cost. The ECA agrees 
to pay all costs over $8,000.

2. HENF will lead the effort to 
determine the boundaries of the 

The main entrance to Mercy 
Hospital is a few blocks from 
the nearest CATS bus stop. 
Photo by John McBride
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proposed HD. All stakeholders that 
can be identified will be sought out 
to provide input. The ECA will be 
encouraged to participate to the 
degree it desires. Estimated cost: $0. 

3. The ECA and HENF will partner 
to conduct an education program 
to explain how HD will impact all 
landowners in the proposed HD. 
Meetings will be held with the goal of 
reaching every landowner possible. 
Landowners should have all the 
information needed to participate 
in the survey, as detailed in Step 
4 below. All costs (expected to be 
minimal) will be paid by HENF. 

4. HENF will contract with a 
provider to conduct a survey of all 
landowners in the proposed HD 
to determine the level of support. 
Estimated cost: $10,000. (The 
actual estimated cost is unknown.) 
The ECA agrees to pay this expense.

5. The ECA will apply for HD 
based on demonstrated support 
of landowners, as determined in 
Step 4 above. The HENF agrees 
to negotiate with the ECA on what 
further role HENF might play, 
including working with the Historic 
District Commission and City 
Council. Estimated cost: $0. 

Total estimated cost: $20,000.

Total estimated cost to the ECA: 
$12,000.

Total HENF contribution: $8,000.

Board members discussed 
what was learned from the city 
experts at the Aug. 4 meeting 
and the HENF proposal in detail. 
After more than 90 minutes 
of discussion, the board voted 

From the traffic chair: 
Survey shows pedestrian 
safety concerns 
by Eric Davis

Earlier this the year, the 
ECA conducted an online 
transportation priorities survey 
to better understand the 
transportation opportunities and 
concerns of Elizabeth residents.

We got 151 responses, and 
the results track closely the 
efforts the ECA transportation 
committee is already 
collaborating with Charlotte 
Department of Transportation 
(CDOT) on, so here’s a status 
update with upcoming activities 
on those key priorities:

Not surprisingly, the top two 
priorities are centered on 7th 
Street pedestrian safety. At the 
top of the list is the Bascom/
Cameron intersection on 7th. 
Over the past several years the 
ECA has aggressively worked 
with CDOT to prioritize the 
installation of a traffic signal at 
this intersection.

Unfortunately, while a traffic 
signal at this location has been 
approved by CDOT, it was not 
prioritized or funded during 
the 2021 CDOT traffic signal 
prioritization process. In order 
to continue pushing for this traf-
fic signal, the ECA has escalated 
our concerns to our city council 
representative, Larken Egleston, 
and procured $50,000 from 
local a local developer to con-
tribute to the capital expense.

10-1 to not approve the HENF 
proposal.

The board released this 
statement:

“The board is not walking 
away from the conversation 
about preserving and 
enhancing the fabric of our 
neighborhood. This is an on-
going and essential function 
of the ECA in general and the 
Land Use and Development 
committee in particular.

“The board’s intention is 
to use existing tools and help 
shape new and evolving tools 
and regulations that will guide 
development in Charlotte — 
specifically tools like place type 
mapping and neighborhood 
conservation overlay districts, 
both of which are part of the 
2040 Comprehensive Plan 
(cltfuture2040.com) adopted 
by City Council in June. Both 
of these tools are focused on 
land use, density, and scale and 
massing of buildings. While HD 
can address scale and massing, 
it does not address land use  
and density.”

More progress has been 
made in the stretch of 7th 
Street between Pecan and 
Charlottetowne. Pedestrian 
crossings on 7th currently exist 
at Pecan/Caswell, Clement, St. 
Martin’s Episcopal Church and 
Charlottetowne. As the current 
Crescent development at 7th and 
Clement completes, pedestrian 
safety will remain a top concern 
for the ECA traffic committee.

The No. 3 priority, increasing 
the number of bicycle lanes, also 
has positive momentum. With 
the recent opening of bike lanes 
on the Hawthorne Lane bridge 
and the reopening of the lanes 
along American Legion Memorial 
Stadium, Elizabeth is blessed 
with ample cycling opportunities.

If you are looking for a green 
spaces, Freedom Park, First 
Ward Park, Alexander Street 
Park, Cordelia Park and the 
Mint Museum are a short bike 
ride away. If you are looking 

for food and refreshments, 
the Metropolitan, Park Road 
Shopping Center, Uptown 
Charlotte, Optimist Hall – as well 
as Elizabeth’s fine establishments 
– are accessible on two wheels.  

As with pedestrian safety, 
the ECA will diligently look for 
opportunities to both expand the 
current bicycling options and 
increase the safety/convenience 
of the current options.

For more information about 
cycling, CDOT has an extensive 
bicycle program website at 
charlottenc.gov/Transportation/
Programs/Pages/Bicycle.aspx.

Finally, the transportation 
committee is very grateful for the 
responses we received and the 
thoughtful comments provided.

We take this feedback 
seriously and strive to build on 
the wonderful existing options 
we have to get from point A to 
point B here in Elizabeth! 

Meet ECA board  
volunteer Lauren Gomez 

Editor’s note: Lauren Gomez 
recently became membership chair 
for the Elizabeth Community 
Association. We asked her to tell us  
a little about herself.

Q: What do you do for a living? 

A: I work for Positec, we make 
Rockwell and Worx brand power 
tools and yard tools.

Q: What do you do in your spare 
time? 
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lured here, we were lured with 
the Whole Foods. And then when 
Whole Foods didn’t bite it was 
Earth Fare. It’s just nothing ever 
came to fruition.”

The sisters have seen 
restaurants come and go on their 
stretch of Elizabeth Avenue. 
They’ve also seen seemingly 
never-ending disruptions.

Masonry drills still pounded 
outside Earl’s front door in July 
as workers rushed to finish a 
streetcar stop. It was the most 
recent stage of a project that 
had torn up the street and 
sidewalks for years. Streetcar 
construction also closed the 
nearby Hawthorne Lane bridge 
for three and a half years, 
resulting in new traffic patterns 
that cut Earl’s business by 20%, 
according to Warford.

Then came the pandemic. It 
kept regulars away and forced 
the sisters to change Earl’s 
from a dine-in coffee shop and 
restaurant to a full grocery. 
Business finally started to pick up 
this spring but tapered off again 
with the coming of summer.

Although walking to the 
Charlotte Independence game 
this summer was really fun too.

Q: One thing you wish everyone 
knew about you. 

A: I was born right here in the 
neighborhood at Presbyterian, 
as were two of my three boys, 
so I guess I have a lifelong 
connection to Elizabeth.

After 7 years, Earl’s 
closes: ‘Not the way we 
expected to go out’ 
by Jim Morrill

When Bonnie Warford 
and her sister Tricia Maddrey 
moved Carpe Diem to Elizabeth 
Avenue in 2003, the street 
seemed poised to explode with 
development.

Developers had ambitious 
plans. There would be new 
offices, apartments, restaurants, 
a Whole Foods grocery, a hotel 
and even a movie theater atop an 
800-space parking deck. On top 
of that, the city was planning to 
bring a streetcar full of custom-
ers right to their front door.

Nearly two decades later, 
those ambitions are a faint 
memory. 

Now, a year after closing 
Carpe Diem, Warford and her 
sister have shut down Earl’s 
Grocery, the sister store they 
opened in 2014.

“It’s disappointing how long 
it’s taken this area to develop,” 
Warford says. “When we were 

A: Drive kids around to stuff!

Q: Tell us about your family.  

A: My husband is Jeremy who 
works in sports marketing. We 
have three boys: Grayson (9, 
rising 4th-grader at Eastover), 
Leo (7, rising 2nd-grader at 
Eastover) and Griffin, 1.5 who is 
rising terrible twos.

Q: How long have you lived in 
Elizabeth?

A: Three years. You may 
remember our family as the 
one whose house was struck by 
lightning the week we moved in!

Q: From where did you move? 

A: Cotswold, just three miles 
down the road.

Q: Why Elizabeth? 

A: We have always loved the 
neighborhood: The houses, 
the trees, the location, Cajun 
Queen! We lived very nearby 
in Queens Station condos for 
several years and got to know the 
neighborhood then.

Q: How did you come to volunteer 
for the ECA? 

A:  I helped (ECA social chair) 
Lisa Yagla with the Merry 
Meander this past Christmas 
and got to know (ECA president) 
Sarah Crowder from that.

Q: What do you think are the 
three most important issues facing 
Elizabeth today? 

A: Growth, traffic and resident 
engagement.

Q: Favorite Elizabeth moment?

A: That’s easy: All Halloweens! 

had big plans. Then the reces-
sion slowed redevelopment 
throughout Charlotte. When 
Grubb finally was ready to go, 
the other large landowner, 
Novant Health, was not.

Grubb still owns the former 
site of Carpe Diem – now Big 
Ben Pub – and the adjoining 
building, but sold its interest in 
other Elizabeth Avenue tracts 
to Novant, which had had a 
minority stake in the properties.

“Grubb Properties sold our 
ownership in that venture, 
making Novant Health the sole 
owner of those buildings on 

“We thought things were 
going to turn around,” Warford 
says. But they didn’t. 

“It’s not necessarily because of 
Covid but the unknown of Covid 
and how it changed the work 
environment. That’s what makes 
our lunch business suffer, not 
having the built-in clientele…

“It’s been an exhausting year 
and I feel we gave it everything 
we had to make it work.” 

When Warford and Maddrey 
moved to Elizabeth Avenue in 
2003, developer Grubb Proper-
ties was a major landowner and 

Elizabeth Avenue,” Grubb spokes-
woman Emily Ethridge said. “We 
continue to lease and manage 
the existing buildings under that 
partnership. We still believe in 
the viability of further retail and 
other development on the street, 
especially with the Gold Line, but 
we are not pursuing development 
at this time.”

Novant isn’t in a hurry either.

“Prior to acquiring sole 
ownership of the portion of land 
between 4th and 5th streets along 
Elizabeth Avenue, Novant Health 
co-owned the property,” a Novant 
spokesperson said. “While I can’t 

Bonnie Warford 
(left) and her 
sister Tricia 
Maddrey opened 
Earl’s Grocery in 
2014. Photo by 
Jim Morrill
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neighborhood. As the committee 
chair, I’m looking for a co-chair 
and for volunteers who share 
a concern about these topics 
and want to help carry out the 
committee’s mission. If you join 
soon, you might even be able to 
help give this new committee a 
catchy name.

We already have a few goals:

• Restart Elizabeth Recycles 
Day, which normally happens 
every spring but was a casualty  
to COVID last year.

• Institute a new yearly 
neighborhood cleanup day.

• Launch a “trash ambassador 
program” where neighbors could 
volunteer to pick up trash and 
receive a free trash pickup toolkit 
to help them with the task. A few 
neighbors (for example, Jerry, 
Elaine, Kathleen, Joe, and a dad 
and young child on Sundays in 
the park – apologize that I forgot 
your name) already pick up trash 
on their own, but the committee 
would like to formalize a program 
to make it easier for more people 
to join in.

• Provide ongoing education 
through the newsletter about 
what should and should not be 
placed in the recycle bins that 
get rolled out and picked up 
every two weeks. Unfortunately, 
many well-intentioned neighbors 
put things in those bins that 
can’t be recycled and actually 
cause equipment breakdown and 
general inefficiency at the local 
recycling facility.

Maddrey, 64, plans to retire. 
Warford, 57, isn’t sure what she’ll 
do after taking a few months 
to decompress and sort it all 
out. If she does open another 
restaurant, “It would definitely 
be smaller,” she says.

Despite everything, Warford 
says she’s still high on Elizabeth 
Avenue. “I still very much believe 
in this location,” she says. “I still 
very much believe in Elizabeth.  
I just wish it was five to ten years 
from now.”

New ECA committee to 
focus on environmental 
sustainability 
by Danielle Kleinrichert

The Elizabeth Community 
Association is forming a 
new committee to focus on 
environmental sustainability 
and green practices around our 

speak to any development plans 
previous partners may have 
envisioned, Novant Health’s 
intent today is to preserve 
portions of the land for future 
medical use while furthering 
the development of existing 
commercial space.

“We value the input of 
the community and we look 
forward to working with them 
as we explore opportunities and 
develop future plans.”

For Warford and Maddrey, 
closing Earl’s adds to the sadness 
they felt closing Carpe Diem, 
a restaurant they started on 
South Tryon Street and moved 
to Trade Street before coming to 
Elizabeth.

“I think it’s harder this round,” 
Warford says. “This, I think, kind 
of compounds the feeling. It’s not 
the way we expected to go out.”

and I spent together. Mother 
Nature provided the goods.

Sharing something you’ve 
attended to, nurtured in some 
way, can be much more than a 
kind gesture. It’s a signal of trust 
in another.

We freely spread a kind of 
assurance in an ongoing cycle  
of “paying it forward,” both sides 
invested in a gift that grows and 
multiplies to be shared again 
and again.

I ponder the accelerated 
changes in our neighborhood.

Yard Yak:  
A mulberry for a maple 
by Kay Minor

A few months ago my friend 
Will and I decided to trade plants 
from our gardens.

The volunteer Japanese maple 
seedling from my yard was almost 
five feet tall by the time we dug 
it up. The mulberry from his 
overgrown back garden has yet 
to be selected. 

Our exchange of plants cost 
nothing beyond the time Will 

If you care about Elizabeth’s 
environmental sustainability 
and would like to volunteer to 
help this new committee and 
shape its future, contact Danielle 
at dkleinrichert@gmail.com or 
704-804-1509. 

One last look inside Earl’s Grocery two days before closing its doors for 
good. Exterior and interior photos by John McBride

Site work continues at the corner of Firefighter Place and 7th Street, with 
construction expected to start this fall. Ten townhomes are planned for the site. 
Photo by John McBride
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The artists’ website says 
of the piece: “On one side 
depictions of five branches of 
the military, on the other – a 
close-up of a waving American 
flag. The intent is to have the 
shadow of each side’s fully 
realized forms bleed through, 
while also maintaining a 
transparent fence quality. It’s  
a sculptural magic trick.”

The Charlotte Independence 
lost 3-2 to the N.Y. Red Bulls II 
on re-opening night. The Inde-
pendence, whose headquarters 
are on Elizabeth Avenue, will 
play the rest of its home United 
Soccer League Championship 
schedule at the stadium.

wide digital scoreboard and 
install improvements through-
out while preserving some of the 
historic features of the ticket 
offices and the rock wall that en-
circles the field. It has a capacity 
of 10,500 for games but can 
hold more for concerts.

The field’s artificial turf 
is certified by FIFA, the 
international governing body 
of association soccer, and 
features high-speed drainage 
and an expanded stormwater 
management system.

The stadium remains 
dedicated to honoring World 
War I veterans, with artwork 
inside and out. The signature 
piece is a sculptural relief 
memorial facing Charlottetowne 
Avenue. Entitled “Tribute,” 
the memorial was designed by 
Tucson-based artists Simon 
Donovan and Ben Olmstead. 

Shrinking front porches from 
the blueprints of new construc-
tion. Walking to the Dollar 
General can be a minefield of 
speeding cars, trucks and vari-
ous single- or double-wheeled 
pedestrian transport. Neighbors 
moving like migrating birds.

If stitching together 
the fabric of an unraveling 
community seems daunting, 
remember two things can be 
true at the same time. Change 
is constant, and we can learn to 
adapt. It’s in our DNA.

Risking our authenticity 
can be tough, introverts and 
extroverts alike. Yet it is the key 
to living a wholehearted life. 
When we trade a plant, share a 
recipe, or even tell a story of our 
personal history, we become a 
happier person in the process. 
Sharing a gift that keeps on 
giving is the true meaning of 
abundance.

And best of all, it’s free.

Renovated Memorial 
Stadium reopens with 
soccer game and 
fireworks 

The grand re-opening of 
the newly renovated American 
Legion Memorial Stadium July 
7 featured a professional soccer 
game, fireworks and a boisterous 
crowd of 4,321.

The stadium, originally 
opened in 1936, recently under-
went a $40 million renovation to 
widen the field, erect a 60-foot 

Three Elizabeth trees have come down recently, one at Cameron and Fifth (below, photo by Mary Kilburn), one at 
Lamar and 8th (above right, photo by John McBride) and one on Greenway (above left, photo by Mary Kilburn). 

East 8th Vintage held an outdoor 
clothing swap and shop sidewalk 
event on July 17 in front of its store 
at 1950 E. 8th St. Donation-based 
food and drink service benefitted 
the Mutual Aid Free Store.  
Photo by John McBride
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Phase 2 of the Gold Line streetcar opened for passenger 
service on Aug. 30. The streetcar will operate every 20 
minutes from 5 a.m. to 2 a.m., seven days a week. Rides 
are free until January, then are $2.20. CATS says work will 
continue over the next several months on punch-list items 
including roads and sidewalks. The work isn’t expected to 
impact streetcar operation. The original opening date for 
Phase 2 was August 2020. Photo by John McBride
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Next advertising deadline:  

5 November
Quarter page: 641 x 743 pixels — $80 per issue or 4 for $280 

Half horizontal: 1306 x 743 pixels — $160 per issue or 4 for $560

Half vertical: 641 x 1506 pixels — $160 per issue or 4 for $560

Full page: 1306 x 1506 pixels — $320 per issue or 4 for $1120 

Prepare ad as a b&w jpg or pdf at 200 dpi. Our standard 4 point inner border will be 
applied to your ad, so please plan your layout accordingly.
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