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Daniela Mardaras 
(Montevideo, Uruguay)
graduated from Myers 
Park High School 
five years ago as an 
exchange student.

John McBride  
(East Eighth Street) is 
the newsletter editor.

Elizabeth Maddrey  
Clement Avenue 
elovemaddrey@ 
gmail.com

THE PEOPLE PAGES

On the cover
Construction has begun on the 
makeover of Memorial Stadium in 
Elizabeth. The $32 million project 
will rebuild the stadium into a 
12,000-seat venue and be the home 
of the Charlotte Independence soccer 
team. The project is expected to be 
complete in 2021. Photo by John 
McBride. 

On the back cover
After nearly 25 years, our 
neighborhood said farewell to 
an iconic business, the Royal 
Gardens on 7th Street (from left, 
Larrie Sweet, Lara Sweet Barnett 
and Andrea Sweet). An October 
5 drop-in at the house featured 
cake and drinks and plenty of 
fond memories. Photos by John 
McBride.
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The ECA Newsletter
The ECA newsletter is published 
quarterly (March, June, September 
and December) and delivered 
to homes and businesses in 
the Elizabeth neighborhood of 
Charlotte. The production team: 

John McBride  
editor

Cassandra D’Alessio  
ad czar

Tricia Fisher  
circulation czar

Susan Green  
editorial assistant and proofreader

Little Shiva designer

Sir Speedy printer

Got a story or photo idea? Want to  
buy an ad? Email newsletter@ 
elizabethcommunity.com.

Anne McBride  
(East 8th Street) 
was born in Elizabeth 
and is currently home 
from college.

Sal Kafiti 
East Fifth Street 
skafiti@gmail.com

Sarah Crowder 
Greenway Avenue 
sarahcr@bellsouth.net

Yen Duong  
9th Street 
yenergy@gmail.com

Katie Granelli 
East 5th Street 
katie.granelli@ 
gmail.com

Jared Rorrer 
East 8th Street 
jared.rorrer@ 
gmail.com

Toodle-oo DQ! Ok, so it’s not in Elizabeth. But the 
proximity of the DQ at Central and Pecan made it 
a neighborhood favorite for years. On the last night, 
an extensive line formed for one last frozen treat. 
Photo by Byron Baldwin. 

Byron Baldwin 
Lamar Avenue 
bbaldwin2@ 
carolina.rr.com

Juliann Sheldon 
CATS 
juliann.sheldon@
ci.charlotte.nc.us

Brittany Norman 
East 7th Street 
brittanyadamsnorman 
@gmail.com

Andrew Peace 
Hawthorne Lane 
Andrew.S.Peace@
gmail.com

contributors
Nancy O. Albert 
Oakland Avenue 
noalbert@ 
carolina.rr.com

ECA 
Holiday Party

At the home of  
Elaine Scott and Jerry Tylman 

2400 Kenmore Ave. 
Saturday, Dec. 7 

Drop in from 6 to 10 p.m. 
Please bring an appetizer 

or dessert to share. 
ECA provides drinks 

and main course.
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From the president: 
Homesteading in the 
‘hood
by Sarah Crowder

It’s a familiar conversation in 
my household: 

Bruce (my husband): “You 
must have had a long walk; 
you’ve been out for two hours! 
Good for you!”

Me: “Well to be honest about 
it, I managed only about a mile. 
The rest of the time I was talking 
to neighbors about [fill in the 
blank] my garden, their garden, 
their children/grandchildren, 
traffic on Caswell, the Hawthorne 
Lane bridge debacle, the 
Pumpkin Wall, exuberant crowds 
on 5th for Rosemont Manor, 
wow did it ever pour down on 
Halloween... You name it.” 

Does this happen to you? 
Sidewalk conversations seriously 
interfere with my fitness walks 
but are totally worth it for what 
they contribute to my quality of 
life and peace of mind. My family 
loves living in Elizabeth. Bruce 
and I moved here as newlyweds 
in 1982, birthed and reared 
our children, waved them off to 
college and young adulthood, got 
gray hair, became grandparents 
and made the best friends of our 
lives. We can’t imagine living 
anywhere else in Charlotte. 
We’re homesteaders.

I hope you also feel that 
way about our wonderful 
neighborhood. And that’s why, 
when Beth Haenni called me 

staying on the board as an at-
large member.

Beth Haenni stepped up this 
summer when Paul needed to 
step back and did yeo-woman’s 
work as interim president. She’s 
a longtime board member and is 
serving as secretary this year. I 
don’t know what I’d do without 
her good sense and even better 
advice. I am so happy she lives 
down the street from me! Kelly 
Jaworski is continuing her 
fantastic service as treasurer 
this year. Rounding out the 
executive committee are Melanie 
Sizemore in the past president 
position and Evan Kettler as 
vice president. Mel brings years 
of experience to the board. Her 
knowledge and commitment 
are unparalleled. She’s also 
a great source of important 
neighborhood scoops. We are 
so fortunate to have Evan as 
vice-prez. He has people-sense 
and organizational expertise, 
characteristics that are so 
valuable to any group. Evan was 
traffic czar last year and was 
successful in moving the city our 
way on traffic management. 

We thank exiting board 
member Sal Kafiti for his 
perseverance and dedication 
through the massive Crescent 
rezoning and the Pulte lawsuit. 
We welcome new board members 
Jessica Meyer, taking over as 
traffic czarina, and Lisa Yagla as 
social chair. If you attended the 
Pumpkin Wall, you got to see Lisa 
in action. Judging from that, we 

have a lot to look forward to on 
the party-front.

Remaining on the Board are 
John McBride, still editing the 
newsletter; West Bryant, making 
sure we communicate well and 
often; Rob Zabel, heading up our 
largest fundraiser, the Elizabeth 
8K; Paul Freeman leading 
beautification; and Cassandra 
D’Alessio as business liaison. Max 
Gilland is joining Paul Shipley 
in an at-large role after doing a 
great job as social chair last year 
(did everyone love the Holiday 
Party and Progressive Dinner?). 
Myers Park junior Kathryn 
Haenni continues as ECA 
intern. Kathy Kennedy-Miller 
fills our special project role as 
ECA historian. Thank you to all 
of these folks for their servant 
leadership!

So what’s up in 2020? We 
would love to take a collective 
breath after the hours of work 
in 2019 with the Martha 
Washington/Pulte development 
(aka Elizabeth Glen), and the 
negotiations with Crescent 
over the development of 
the Jackalope Jack’s and 
Philosopher’s Stone property.

Of course, that won’t be 
the case. There will always 
be change in Elizabeth. So, 
we will continue our active 
conversations with the owner 
of the Kings College property, 
with the city about the 
completion of the streetcar 
line and the Hawthorne 
Lane bridge, and with the 

county about the upcoming 
renovation of Independence 
Park. The zoning and real 
estate committee will stay 
in touch with the neighbors 
who are interested in historic 
designation and will continue 
to learn about this process. 
We’ll host a great Elizabeth 
home and garden tour.  

And we’ll be ready for whatever 
comes next, wherever it may be.

How can you help? Say “yes” 
when someone asks you to serve 
on a board committee, join the 
ECA, come to events and stay in 
touch. From one homesteader to 
another, thanks for being part of 
the fabric of Elizabeth. 
.

this summer and asked me 
to accept the nomination as 
ECA president, I said yes. I was 
involved with the board in the 
1980’s and ‘90’s but afterward 
was not especially active for 
a while. Practicing law and 
parenting teenagers seemed to 
take over my life. About three 
years ago, Melanie Sizemore 
asked me to be on the Zoning/
Real Estate Committee and I 
rediscovered my passion and 
respect for the ECA. 

I admit it: leading the ECA 
Board is a little intimidating 
– but also exciting! The board 
is nothing short of amazing. 
Board members are passionate 
volunteers who help safeguard 
the Elizabeth quality of life 
for you and your families and 
create opportunities for fun 
and community-building. 
We work with developers, 
politicians, government staff and 
business owners. We organize 
community events and assure 
our neighborhood is beautiful. 
And we do our best to assure 
everyone is connected. The level 
of homegrown expertise and 
commitment is impressive!

When you see him, please 
say a word of thanks to Paul 
Shipley for his leadership this 
past year and, indeed, the last 
four years. Paul was president 
from 2015 to October 2019! 
He has shepherded us through 
many tough issues with grace, 
intelligence and a twinkle in 
his eye. Thank goodness he is 

Jack Grinelli took time to 
read to his brother Sam on a 
recent sunny Elizabeth day. 
Photo by Susan Green.
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Independence Park 
renovation project enters 
next phase
by Sal Kafiti

Neighbors braved freezing 
temperatures Nov. 12 to get a 
first look at the county’s design 
proposal for Independence 
Park. The proposal was unveiled 
that night during a second 
information session hosted by 
Mecklenburg County Park and 
Recreation Department at Saint 
Martin’s Episcopal Church.

Inspired by landscape 
architect John Nolan’s original 
drawings from 1904, the 
renovation plan incorporates 
looping paths to create a more 
connected, accessible and 
useful community space. The 
plan moves content out from 
the park’s center to its edges 
and strengthens the treescape, 
especially around the perimeter. 
These aesthetic enhancements 
also will improve storm water 
runoff and drainage issues. 

The proposal addresses three 
high-priority areas identified  
by attendees at the first informa-
tion session at Grady Cole  
Center in February. At that 
event, neighbors placed gum 
balls in jars to vote for their 
favorite design and use cases, 
inserted flags labeled “Remove!” 
or “Invest Here!” on a large 
table-top map of the park and 
wrote specific ideas and details 
in the space provided on each 
flag to create a 3D heat map.  

The consulting firm Agency 
Landscape + Planning of  
Cambridge, MA, interpreted all 
that community input and used 
it to determine how and where 
renovation dollars would be  
best spent.

Priority 1: Fix the Broken 
Link – Enhance connectivity 
for the area by the baseball 
field. This area gets a Greenway 
connector under Charlottetowne 
Avenue that continues to 
Hawthorne Lane. It becomes 
home to a new sand volleyball 
court, relocated basketball 
courts and a new public 
restroom. Walking paths and 
trees along the perimeter 
redefine the space and connect 
it to the rest of the park and the 
Elizabeth community.

Priority 2: Make More of the 
Middle – The area between the 
baseball field and Hawthorne 
Lane gets improved drainage, 
a consolidated play area and 
re-routed paths that make the 
fountain more of a focal point.

Priority 3: Unify the Upper 
Park – Enhance continuity to 
the rose garden. The existing 
parking lot is relocated to the 
perimeter and reduced by a 
half. A new main loop simplifies 
the existing maze of walking 
paths where the park narrows, 
and today’s pastoral views are 
enhanced by flowering shrubs 
along the paths and native trees 
framing the park.

The design team is now 
halfway through its design 

development phase. Over the 
next few months, details will 
be added to the plan and the 
contract document phase will 
start in January. The county 
estimates that the renovation 
will be completed within a year 
of the ground-breaking, which is 
planned for August 2020. 

One Elizabethan’s view: 
Don’t designate Elizabeth 
as local historic district 
by Andrew Peace

Last September, Jared Rorrer 
wrote an article in this newsletter 
in favor of designating Elizabeth 
as a historic district. While I 
think Jared and his group of 
supporters are well intentioned, 
I believe I can offer a valuable 
counterargument to their claim 
that Elizabeth needs a historic 
district designation and that, in 
fact, this designation is not in the 
best interest of our community. 

At first glance why would 
anyone oppose such a proposal? 
Elizabeth has incredible history 
and fantastic architecture that is 
certainly worth preserving.  
By opposing this designation, 
does that mean I do not 
recognize Elizabeth’s charm 
or the value of preserving its 
history? No – I appreciate 
Elizabeth’s historic charm as 
much as anyone. But for the 
following reasons I still oppose 
historic district designation.

Not anti-preservation: 
The first point here is crucial 
– opposing a historic district 

designation is not the same as 
being against preservation. The 
idea that in order to champion 
preservation you need to 
support being a historic district 
is simply untrue. 

My wife and I chose a 1921 
bungalow in Elizabeth because 
we fell in love with its history and 
charm. We have spent thousands  
restoring and repairing it 
because we think protecting this 
history and charm is important 
to our family and the community. 
My wife and I could not be 
happier with our historic home 
and are glad we chose to put in 
that time and money. We have, 

quite literally, put our money 
where our mouths are in helping 
to preserve the history of our 
neighborhood.

So, if historic district designa-
tion is not about preservation, 
what is it about?

Choice: At its core, this 
debate is a question of choice 
and whether we should impose 
our values on our neighbors. 
Simply put, should one person 
put limits on what their 
neighbors can do with their 
property?

I (like everyone) hold 
preferences for certain styles 

of architecture. Most modern 
buildings, for example, are 
not my taste. I also think a lot 
of the classic architecture in 
Elizabeth is incredible. But 
even though I may not agree 
with my neighbor’s decision to 
build a modern home, it isn’t my 
home. My neighbor’s choices 
about their home will have a 
monumental impact on their day 
to day life, while having very little 
impact on mine. My choice was 
my own and it is not one that I 
should force on my neighbors. 

Cost: Being designated 
a historic district would 
significantly increase the cost 

Folks gather on Clement Avenue to inspect the 
pumpkins on the Great Elizabeth Pumpkin Wall after 
the official lighting on Oct. 28. The 15th annual 
pumpkin wall was put up, populated and taken down 
by neighborhood volunteers. The event is sponsored 
by the ECA and, as always, is dependent upon the 
generosity and energy of Linda and Hardin Minor. 
Photo by John McBride.
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of home ownership and make 
repairs and maintenance 
unaffordable for many Elizabeth 
residents. 

If Elizabeth becomes a historic 
district, there will be a long and 
costly process for residents to 
make changes to their houses.  
Reasonable changes like 
installing wheelchair access for 
aging parents or trying to make 
a home more environmentally 
friendly by installing energy 
efficient windows or rooftop 
solar panels will be a long, drawn-
out and expensive process that 
might not even be successful.

It is unlikely that all Elizabeth 
homeowners will be able to afford 
the additional costs imposed 
by such a designation. Even for 
those that can, is it right to make 

Charlotte community. Charlotte 
is growing at an incredible 
rate and we are struggling to 
keep up with the increase in 
population. We currently have a 
significant housing shortage and 
considerable traffic problems. 
The city is making an effort to 
increase the amount of housing 
and improve transportation 
infrastructure to accommodate 
these issues. Do we really want to 
stand in the way of this?

We are blessed to live in 
a great neighborhood with 
fantastic schools, safe streets 
and incredible proximity to 
uptown. Shouldn’t we want to 
share that with others? Devel-
opment in Elizabeth might, in 
some cases, increase density, 
but that provides more people 
with the opportunity to take 
advantage of all of Elizabeth’s 
incredible features and ensures 
that we welcome more diversity 
to our neighborhood. Increased 
density will also provide support 
for our local businesses and ease 
growing urban sprawl. The city 
is rightfully concerned about 
the supply of affordable housing, 
but limiting development (which 
is the purpose of a historic 
district designation) will almost 
certainly decrease the amount 
of affordable housing and also 
drive up the average cost of 
housing generally.

When it comes to 
infrastructure, Charlotte is 
spending millions of dollars 
on a streetcar through our 

neighborhood. If there isn’t any 
development along the line, 
what will have been the point? 
It is entirely possible that the 
streetcar will end up being a 
failure in the end, but if there is 
no development along the line 
to ensure that there are enough 
people to ride the streetcar, its 
failure will be a certainty.

Unnecessary: Finally, 
advocates for designating 
Elizabeth as a historic district 
argue that it is absolutely 
necessary and that without it all 
of our classic homes will be lost. 
I simply do not believe this is the 
case. People in Charlotte’s other 
historic districts have described 
the rules as painful, silly and 
irrelevant with respect to actual 
preservation. 

Based on the number of 
people interested in historic 
district designation, I think it 
is clear that my wife and I are 
not alone in our love of historic 
homes. Given the large number 
of preservationists, it is unrealis-
tic that Elizabeth is going to lose 
all or even most of its historic 
homes. People will continue 
to put money into restoring 
Elizabeth’s architectural gems. 
These historic homes are valued, 
and tearing them down would 
often be a losing proposition 
financially. Some homes will in-
evitably be lost, but many of our 
beautiful classic homes will be 
preserved while still allowing the 
community to grow and evolve 
as it has since its inception.

Elizabeth neighbors 
meet, begin to organize 
in pursuit of local historic 
district designation
by Jared Rorrer

Editor’s note: Elizabethan Jared 
Rorrer is helping to lead an effort 
to seek local historic designation 
from the city of Charlotte. This is his 
report of a community meeting his 
group held. 

More than 50 community 
members met Nov. 7 at St. John’s 
Baptist Church to learn more 
about local historic designation 
zoning overlays and gauge 
community interest and support. 

Those in attendance included  
neighbors from all sections of 
Elizabeth, two former mayors 
and members of the ECA and 
Charlotte’s Historic District 
Commission. Below is a brief 
summary of the discussion topics 
as well as what to expect next:

– Neighbors and community 
leaders expressed a level of 
urgency to act now to get ahead 
of the large-scale, imminent 
land-use changes already 
under discussion, including the 
city’s adoption of the Uniform 
Development Ordinance (UDO) 
and the streetcar line expansion.

 – There are currently six local 
historic districts surrounding 
uptown in every direction with 
two exceptions: to the north 
(North Tryon/Optimist Park/
Belmont) and to the southeast 
(Elizabeth and Myers Park). As 
the city’s growth continues 

to accelerate development 
immediately outside the 277 
loop, the lack of designation 
and protection in these two 
directions creates paths of least 
resistance for  development in 
our neighborhood.

 – Charlotte’s plan to adopt 
the UDO, which is anticipated to 
occur in 2021 or 2022, could 
nullify the existing Elizabeth 
Small Area Plan as well as move 
significant portions of the city’s 
residential zoning away from 
single family towards higher 
density.  

 – City council recently 
approved a higher density zoning 
designation (taller buildings and 
more units) for the areas within a 
half mile of each LYNX Blue Line 
station. While this does not apply 
to the streetcar line, something 
similar could be adopted to 
further encourage high density 
along the Gold Line route. The 
majority of Elizabeth is within a 
half mile of a streetcar stop.

 – Many neighbors came 
into the meeting undecided 
about their viewpoint on the 
topic. After hearing about 
both why protection matters 
and what it is like to live in a 
local historic district, several 
neighbors declared their support 
on the spot. We will continue to 
focus on education as a key tenet 
of the effort.

What happens next?
Our group believes this 

meeting was a validation that the 

our neighbors jump through 
additional hoops when making 
repairs and improvements to 
their homes?

Progress: Part of what makes 
cities and neighborhoods great 
is their ability to adapt over 
time. Cities and neighborhoods 
aren’t static and their constant 
evolution is to be valued.

The push for historic district 
designation at times feels like 
it is more about opposing 
new buildings than it is about 
preserving old ones. As I 
mentioned, I dislike a lot of 
modern architecture. Despite 
having that view today, I have no 
idea how I will feel in 10, 20 or 
50 years. The structures being 
built today could very well be 
places that our grandchildren 
will have a similar argument 
about preserving because of 
their beauty, significance and 
vital place in history.

We can take a lesson from 
the Eiffel Tower. At the time of 
its completion many of France’s 
best minds viewed the tower as a 
disaster and wanted it to be torn 
down promptly after the 1889 
World’s Fair. I don’t think their 
opinions have aged well, and I 
think we can all be thankful they 
did not impose their opinions on 
the community at large.

Harmful: Even if it would 
increase property values 
(which is not clear), preventing 
development in Elizabeth 
would be harmful for our 
neighborhood and the broader 
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the Zoning and Real Estate 
Committee for several years. I love 
to grow vegetables (in my front 
yard) and flowers and give away 
extra veggies to my neighbors 
or anyone else who happens by. 
During basketball season, I watch 
a lot of Carolina basketball games 
(see the next answer for more 
about this). I also love to cook and 
read.

Q: Tell us about your family. 

A: I’m married to Bruce Buckley 
(also an attorney and, I might 
add, a former Tar Heel basketball 
player – go Heels!). Our children, 
Janie and Patrick, grew up on 
Kenmore and Greenway, where 
we now live. Janie practices law 
in New York City. Patrick lives 
in Huntersville and is a project 
manager for a construction 
company. He went from building 
Lego bridges to real bridges. More 
importantly, Patrick and his wife 
Jennifer are the parents of our 
two grandchildren, Lawson and 
Caroline. Patrick and Janie still 
consider themselves “Kenmore 
Avenue Kids” and love to see 
their childhood friends whenever 
they’re home. Our dear friends 
on Kenmore feel like family to me, 
too. They’re essential parts of our 
lives.  

Q: How long have you lived  
in Elizabeth?

A: Since 1982. We were the 
young folks on our street when we 
moved in; now we’re a little more 
seasoned.  

Q: From where did you move?

promotion leading up to, and 
during, the event.

If you are interested in 
featuring your home or getting 
involved as a volunteer, please 
send an email to hometour@
elizabethcommunity.com and 
let us know how you’d like to 
help. We look forward to a fun 
and successful Home Tour 
2020.

Meet ECA board volunteer 
Sarah Crowder

Editor’s note: Sarah Crowder 
recently became president of the 
Elizabeth Community Association. 
We asked her to tell us a little about 
herself.

Q: What do you do for a living?

A: I practiced law for many years 
but have been retired (which  
I highly recommend) for about 
two years. Early in my career,  
I was a staff attorney for Legal  
Aid and for the Public Defender.  
At Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Schools, I was senior associate 
general counsel.   

Q: What do you do in your  
spare time?

A: As any retiree will say, 
what spare time? I’m an elder 
at Covenant Presbyterian 
Church and volunteer in lots 
of other ways there.  Singing in 
Covenant’s choir and going on 
mission trips (Kenya, Mexico, 
Avery County in NC) are 
favorites. Here in Elizabeth, 
I’m currently president of 
the ECA and have been on 

set for late October, 2020 (exact 
dates to be announced soon), 
and the committee has already 
been hard at work securing 
homes and gardens that will 
be on display. An event of this 
magnitude requires all our 
neighbors to pitch in, and there 
are many ways to be involved.

First, we are still looking 
for homes and gardens to be 
featured on the tour. Are you 
planning to complete a renova-
tion in the next few months? Do 
you have a unique home with 
an interesting feature? Is your 
garden the one everyone loves to 
photograph? Does your property 
have a cool history? We want 
to include you! Your unique 
properties of varying styles, 
ages and sizes are what make 
the Elizabeth Home and Garden 
Tour the best in town.

Second, we need volunteers! 
Want to get involved and give 
back to our community in a fun 
way? The home tour committee 
may be perfect for you. We espe-
cially need help with corporate 
sponsorships, publicity and co-
ordinating volunteers. Want to 
be involved, but don’t want the 
long-term commitment? Sign up 
to be a day-of-event volunteer!

In addition to our 
homeowners and volunteers, 
the Elizabeth Home and Garden 
Tour cannot happen without 
our local businesses. If you 
own or are involved with a local 
business, we would love to 
partner with you in exchange for 

The structure at St. Johns 
Baptist Church has been 
designed to integrate the TPSS 
into St. John’s campus including 
an enclosure that matches the 
architecture, materials and 
colors of the church. This TPSS 
will be operational when the 
Gold Line Phase 2 segment 
opens for revenue service in late 
2020 or early 2021.

Curious about other elements 
of streetcar construction? 
Email CityLYNXGoldLine@
charlottenc.gov.

Elizabeth Home and 
Garden Tour 2020 seeks 
properties, volunteers
by Brittany Norman

Outside the air finally feels 
like Fall, which calls to mind 
warm drinks, cozy sweaters, 
colorful leaves… And of course 
the Elizabeth Home and  
Garden Tour! 

One of our favorite 
neighborhood traditions, the 
tour showcases the uniqueness 
and beauty we love about our 
neighborhood. It also serves as 
a fundraiser for the ECA and a 
way to give to local nonprofit 
organizations that call Elizabeth 
home. We are grateful to the 
neighborhood and the ECA for 
their patience in working out our 
schedule moving forward, and 
are pleased to announce that the 
Home and Garden Tour will now 
be held every two years.

That means the next tour is 

New structure on Park 
Drive will supply DC 
power to streetcar
by Juliann Sheldon

If you drive by Park Drive 
at Hawthorne Lane, you may 
notice the construction of a small 
structure along the sidewalk on 
the St. John’s Baptist Church 
campus. What is it?

This small structure is called 
a traction power substation 
(TPSS), and is being built as 
part of the CityLYNX Gold Line 
Phase 2 streetcar project. This 
TPSS is one of six being built 
along the overall four-mile 
streetcar alignment. 

TPSSes take AC (Alternating 
Current) power from the Duke 
Energy system and convert it 
to DC (Direct Current) power. 
This power is then transmitted 
along the overhead catenary 
system (OCS) wire along the 
streetcar alignment to power 
the streetcars.  

neighborhood has significant in-
terest in pursuing a local historic 
designation and that support for 
moving forward with this effort 
doesn’t rest with only a handful 
of neighbors. Ultimately, we 
must have at least 51% of the 
residents that would be affected 
sign a petition in support of it, so 
our focus now turns to face time 
with the community. To date, ap-
proximately 20 neighbors have 
agreed to be ambassadors/block 
captains and will begin to work 
block by block to educate their 
neighbors and solicit support.

Currently, the ECA zoning 
committee is in the initial stages 
of its own assessment of this 
effort. At this point, the ECA 
has taken no position on local 
historic designation.

If you have interest in learning 
more or getting directly involved, 
please contact Jared Rorrer 
(jared.rorrer@gmail.com) or 
Heather Obleada (hobleada@
gmail.com).

Construction continues on the 
traction power substation on Park 
Drive in Elizabeth. Photo courtesy 
of CATS.
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spare time?

A: I have two young boys that 
occupy most of my “spare” time. 
We can often be found at the 
neighborhood parks and soccer 
fields. My husband and I are 
both from the Carolinas, so we 
often travel to visit friends and 
family in the area. In the fall, we 
particularly enjoy football games 
at our alma mater, Wofford 
College. Go Terriers!

Q: Tell us about your family.

A: My husband, Jenks, and I have 
two boys, Burck, 5, and Henry, 2. 
My mom Connie also lives in the 
neighborhood.

Q: How long have you lived 
in Elizabeth?

A: 12 years.

Q: From where did you move?

A: Uptown.

Q: Why Elizabeth?

A: We were of course drawn to 
the area given its proximity to 
uptown and its charm. We love 
the historic significance of the 
neighborhood and have enjoyed 
the walkability to many of our 
favorite restaurants. My hus-
band’s grandfather also lived in 
Elizabeth when he was a child. 
The house he grew up in is still 
standing at the corner of 7th 
and Ridgeway. His family lived 
in the upstairs and his uncle’s 
family lived downstairs. His 
mother would ride the streetcar 
to Ivey’s where she worked, while 
his father was the third licensed 
plumber in Mecklenburg Coun-

for the ECA? 

A: Rezoning at Laurel and 
Randolph. Recruited by Sarah 
Crowder, our new ECA president. 

Q: What do you think are the 
three most important issues facing 
Elizabeth today? 

A: Losing our collective 
community feeling that 
we are all in this together - 
everybody needs to participate. 
Development pressure due 
to the need to increase city/
county revenue means the push 
to redevelop existing parcels 
is given more weight at city 
council than preserving our 
neighborhood and environment. 
We need more civic engagement 
so that we can be pro-active, not 
reactive. 

Q: Favorite Elizabeth moment?

A: Cheering the runners at the 
ECA 8K Road Race!

Q: One thing you wish everyone knew 
about you. 

A: I do not always wear  
battle armor.

Meet ECA board volunteer 
Jessica Meyer

Jessica Meyer recently became 
traffic chair for the Elizabeth 
Community Association. We asked 
her to tell us a little about herself.

Q: What do you do for a living?

A: I am a banker supporting the 
commercial real estate lending 
business.

Q: What do you do in your  

Community Association. We asked 
her to tell us a little about herself.

Q: What do you do for a living? 

A: I am a healthcare architect. 

Q: What do you do in your  
spare time? 

A: I like to plan events, bake and 
read.

Q: Tell us about your family.  

A: Phil and I met in college and 
have been married for 13 years. 
We have two boys, 8 and 5. We 
also have a 1-year-old yellow lab.

Q: How long have you lived  
in Elizabeth? 

A: Four years.

Q: From where did you move? 

A: Colonial Village, before that 
Plaza-Shamrock, before that we 
lived in DC.

Q: Why Elizabeth? 

A: We value being close to 
uptown, but wanted to belong 
to a friendly, progressive 
neighborhood.

Q: How did you come to volunteer 
for the ECA? 

A: I helped with the Progressive 
Dinner and really enjoyed the 
planning and organizing. The 
various events are what bring 
this community together. This 
seems like a great way to make a 
contribution.

Q: What do you think are the 
three most important issues facing 
Elizabeth today? 

A: Disagreements over future 
development, the ongoing 

park. Seriously, we went around 
asking if anyone knew of a house 
coming on the market. Someone 
told us about “Joe’s house on 
Kenmore,” and we almost bought 
it sight unseen.  

Q: How did you come to volunteer 
for the ECA?

A: I got involved in the 1980s 
when the newsletter was first 
started. We used to type up the 
articles on a typewriter and 
(literally) cut and paste them 
together for the newsletter.  
I think Dan Clodfelter recruited 
me. Later, I worked on some real 
estate matters with Mel Sizemore.

Q: What do you think are the 
three most important issues facing 
Elizabeth today?

A: Pressure from developers, both 
commercial and multifamily; the 
ever increasing cost of buying 
a home in our neighborhood; 
traffic, traffic, traffic.

Q: Favorite Elizabeth moment?

A: I love the chance encounters 
with friends that happen so 
often when I walk out my front 
door. There’s nothing like those 
serendipitous conversations to 
brighten a day.

Q: One thing you wish everyone knew 
about you.

A: I’m really gregarious! So stop 
by for a front porch chat.

Meet ECA board volunteer 
Lisa Yagla

Editor’s note: Lisa Yagla recently 
became social chair for the Elizabeth 

A: This is a little bit of an 
explanation: We bought our first 
Elizabeth house on Kenmore 
Avenue just before we got 
married in 1982.  Bruce grew 
up in Maryland and went to law 
school at UNC, where we met.  
I grew up in Charlotte in the 
Merry Oaks neighborhood.  
Bruce was practicing in Charlotte 
and I was living in Raleigh when 
we got engaged. Coming back 
home to Charlotte was an added 
bonus to marrying Bruce.

Q: Why Elizabeth?

A: My parents met in Elizabeth 
in 1945, when my daddy was 
staying with his mother after 
coming home from serving in 
the Pacific Theater in WWII.  
At the time, my grandmother 
lived in one of the apartments at 
1834 E. 5th St., across  from the 
Presbyterian Hospital parking 
lot. My mother was a public 
health nurse and came by to care 
for him when he was sick. When I 
was a little girl, my grandmother 
lived in the apartments on 7th 
across from the park, where the 
Cantrell Insurance offices are 
now. I used to play in the park 
and go to Spoons for ice cream 
with her. As a young adult, I 
spent lots of times with friends 
who lived in Elizabeth at the 
time.  So, Elizabeth has always 
been part of my life. I’m not 
sure Bruce really had a choice! 
We actually found our house in 
summer 1982 by asking around 
at the Elizabeth Festival, which 
used to be an annual event in the 

trolley work and encouraging 
new neighbors to get involved 
with the ECA (we always need 
volunteers!).

Q: Favorite Elizabeth moment?

A: When spring breaks and all 
the flowers in the neighborhood 
start to bloom.

Q: One thing you wish everyone knew 
about you. 

A: I love Champagne!   

Meet ECA board volunteer 
Melanie Sizemore

Editor’s note: Melanie Sizemore 
recently accepted the past president 
seat on the Elizabeth Community 
Association board. We asked her to 
tell us a little about herself.

Q: What do you do for a living? 

A: Try to avoid dying.

Q: What do you do in your  
spare time? 

A: Slim down the spare tire.

Q: Tell us about your family.  

A: Husband Russ, daughter 
Amelia, son Aidan and dogs 
Roxie, Diesel and Christie.

Q: How long have you lived  
in Elizabeth? 

A: Since 2004.

Q: From where did you move? 

A: DC and Myers Park.

Q: Why Elizabeth? 

A: The people. Independence 
Park. The Pumpkin Wall. The 
trees. Mostly the people. 

Q: How did you come to volunteer 
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assigned the Response Area One 
community coordinator position 
within the Providence Division 
of the Charlotte Mecklenburg 
Police Department. 

I’ve been employed with 
CMPD for almost eight years. All 
my time with CMPD has been in 
the Providence Division, so I’m 
familiar with your neighborhood. 

I started my career on second 
shift patrol in 2012. I was a 
patrol officer for a few years, 
then a member of the Providence 
Division street crimes unit. I have 
spent the last two years as one 
of the Community Coordinators 
over Response Area Three, 
which covers the SouthPark and 
Cotswold neighborhoods. I’m 
originally from Pennsylvania, but 
have been in the Charlotte area 
for the last 15 years.

I look forward to working 
closer with your community 
and getting to know my new 
neighborhoods.

and thoughtful planning.

3) Preservation of our green 
and community spaces. Our 
parks are a tremendous asset 
to the community and we need 
to remain vigilant in protecting 
them and promoting adjacent 
redevelopment that fosters a 
sense of community.

Q: Favorite Elizabeth moment?

A: Both of my boys were born at 
Presbyterian Hospital. I loved 
being so close to home during 
our hospital stay. Our drive  
home along 5th Street was short 
but sweet.

Q: One thing you wish everyone knew 
about you.

A: Although I work in finance, 
one of my undergraduate majors 
was in English. I love to read, and 
I highly recommend “Sorting 
Out the New South City” to my 
Elizabeth neighbors. My father-
in-law happened upon the book 
in the UNC campus bookstore. 
It offers a lot of insight into the 
development of Charlotte’s 
“suburbs,” including Elizabeth, 
between 1875-1975. It 
provided historical context that 
behooves us all to understand 
as the current stewards of this 
community.

Introducing  
Elizabeth’s new 
community coordinator:  
Officer Beimel
by Officer Leila Beimel

Hello, Elizabeth. My name is 
Officer Leila Beimel. I’ve been 

ty. He loved to ride around the 
neighborhood and regale us with 
stories of life in Elizabeth during 
his childhood.

Q: How did you come to volunteer 
for the ECA?

A: I think I had a lot of 
“suggestions,” particularly 
concerning our roads, that 
ultimately resulted in my 
involvement with the ECA.

Q: What do you think are the 
three most important issues facing 
Elizabeth today?

A: 1) Quality of life for our  
residents during and after a  
significant time of redevelop-
ment within the neighborhood.  
Historically, the neighborhood 
has been actively involved 
in major projects impacting 
Elizabeth. It’s imperative to 
continue that diligence in order 
to preserve what so many of us 
treasure about the area.

2) Safety on our roads. I really 
loathe the current condition of 
7th Street — it annoys me to no 
end. Daily, I hear or see near-
miss accidents, cars traveling 
at unacceptable speeds and 
pedestrians crossing without 
dedicated crosswalks. It bisects 
our neighborhood and prohibits 
safe passage for pedestrians, 
cyclists and even vehicles. I know 
it has been a point of contention 
between the neighborhood and 
CDOT and NCDOT for years. 
Although some incremental 
improvements have been made, it 
just lacks an overall cohesiveness 

Officer
Beimel
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Vroom, vroom! Send stories for the spring 
issue of this newsletter to john.f.mcb@
gmail.com and send ads to cassandra@
turnthenextpage.com by February 1.

Quarter page: 641 x 743 pixels   
$80 per issue or 4 for $280 

Half horizontal: 1306 x 743 pixels 
$160 per issue or 4 for $560

Half vertical: 641 x 1506 pixels  
$160 per issue or 4 for $560

Full page: 1306 x 1506 pixels   
$320 per issue or 4 for $1120 

Prepare ad as a b&w jpg or pdf at 200 dpi. 
Our standard 4 point inner border will be 
applied to your ad, so please plan your 
layout accordingly.

Photo of E. 9th Street car by Nancy O. Albert
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