ECA Officers
Paul Shipley
President
704 651 5897
Kenmore Avenue
paul.d.shipley@gmail.com
Vice President
position vacant
Secretary
position vacant
Kelly Jaworski
Treasurer
828 446 0243
Clarice Avenue
kellyruthanne92@gmail.com

ECA Board Members
West Bryant
Communications Chair
704 898 5044
East Fifth Street
west.bryant@gmail.com
Cassandra D’Alessio
Business Liaison
704 604 9301
Dotger Avenue
cassandra@turnthenextpage.com
Paul Freeman
Beautification & Trees
704 491 5656
East Fifth Street
paul@
freemanlandscapearchitecture.com
Max Gilland
Social Chair
704 458 9684
East Fifth Street
maxgilland@gmail.com
Beth Haenni
Past president
704 562 5152
Greenway Avenue
beth.haenni@gmail.com
Salim Kafiti
Zoning & Real Estate
216 346 3598
East Fifth Street
skafiti@gmail.com
Kathy Kennedy-Miller
Historian
704 614 1314
Clement Avenue
kathykennedymiller77@gmail.com
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Evan Kettler
Traffic Chair
704 577 4901
North Laurel Avenue
evan.kettler@gmail.com
John F. McBride
Newsletter
980 254 7367
East Eighth Street
john.f.mcb@gmail.com
Claire M. Short
Children’s Social
813 326 3223
Greenway Avenue
claire.m.short@gmail.com

On the cover
While strolling through the
neighborhood recently, 2-year-old
Maeve Duong discovered one of
Mary Franklin’s whimsical pieces of
art in front of the Franklin home on
Pecan Avenue. Our neighborhood
is full of interesting artifacts great
and small, many of which we pass by
daily. How well do you know some
of the gems hidden in plain sight
around Elizabeth? Go on our photo
scavenger hunt on pages 12 and 13
to find out. Photo by Yun Duong.

Robert Zabel
Elizabeth 8K
Road Race Chair
917 873 8028
Pecan Avenue
nycrcz@yahoo.com
Positions are vacant for
ECA Vice President, Home
Tour, Membership and
Social Media chairs, and Ad
Czar. Can you help?
The ECA board meets at 6:30 p.m.
on the first Thursday of every month at
Studio K Gallery, 2024 E. 7th Street:
all are welcome.

The ECA Newsletter
The ECA newsletter is published
quarterly (March, June, September
and December) and delivered
to homes and businesses in
the Elizabeth neighborhood of
Charlotte. The production team:
John McBride
editor
Ad Czar
position vacant
Susan Green
editorial assistant and proofreader
Little Shiva designer
Sir Speedy printer
A. Carter Arey
and Raj Natarajan
distribution czars
Got a story or photo idea? Want to
buy an ad? Email newsletter@
elizabethcommunity.com.

On the back cover
Construction on the CityLynx
Gold Line Phase 2 continues in
the Elizabeth neighborhood along
Hawthorne Lane, sometimes
making an interesting study in lines
and contrast. The city announced
that the streetcar would close for
18 months beginning June 3 so
workers can finish work along the
line. In place of the streetcar, city
officials said connector buses will
run on the same daily schedule as
the streetcars — every 15 minutes
until 7 p.m., and every 20 minutes
after 7 p.m. The buses will run
Monday through Thursday from 6
a.m. to 11 p.m.; Friday 6 a.m. to
12 a.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. to 12
a.m. and Sunday from 9 a.m. to
7 p.m. The rides will be free. The
Gold Line extension is expected to
be complete in early 2021. Photos
by John McBride.

From the real estate
chair: Judge rules ECA’s
lawsuit against Pulte
can proceed
by Sal Kafiti

The ECA successfully argued
in response that it had clear
standing to sue, the deed
restrictions were enforceable
against future purchasers,
including Pulte, and that the
marketable title act did not affect
those enforcement rights.

In April, the Elizabeth
Community Association’s lawsuit
against Pulte Homes prevailed
In a same-day decision from
over three separate legal
the bench, Judge Donnie Hoover
challenges brought by Pulte in
ruled in favor of the ECA on all
an effort to dismiss the case.
three arguments and allowed the
case to proceed.
In Mecklenburg Superior
Court, Pulte argued that the
The ECA and two homeowners
ECA lacked standing to bring
bordering the former Martha
the suit, that the original deed
Washington site sued Pulte to
restrictions were personal in
enforce deed restrictions that
nature and did not bind future
would impose certain setback
land purchasers like Pulte and
and lot-width limitations on the
that North Carolina’s marketable project. At press time, courttitle act prevented enforcement ordered mediation that began
of deed restrictions more than
May 14 was still being discussed.
30-years old.
If mediation does not result in a

settlement, a final hearing on the
merits of the case is scheduled to
begin in this summer.
ECA is being represented by
Erik Rosenwood of the Rosenwood, Rose and Litwak law firm.
Caswell and 7th Street:

A community meeting was held
at St. John’s Baptist Church on
Apr. 9 to review preliminary
development plans for the vacant
site at Caswell and 7th Street.
At the meeting, developer
Crescent Communities explained
the timeline for the project and
unveiled preliminary project
drawings, which were created
after several months of meetings
and input from key community
stakeholders.
Crescent is proposing a mixeduse project with ground-level

contributors
Eddy Capote
Vail Avenue
ecapote817@
gmail.com

Kay Minor
East Eighth Street
gardenbelle@
icloud.com

Kris Solow
East Fifth Street
kjsolow@gmail.com

Jim Dimitrof
Pecan Avenue
jimdimitroff@
gmail.com

Lolo Pendergrast
East Eighth Street
lolopendergrast@
gmail.com

Evan Kettler
Laurel Avenue
evan.kettler@
gmail.com

Yen Duong
9th Street
yenergy@gmail.com

Douglas Shoemaker
East 8th Street
douglas.shoemaker@
gmail.com

Sal Kafiti
East Fifth Street
skafiti@gmail.com
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The community meeting was
well attended, and community
feedback was decidedly positive.
ECA synthesized these comments in a memo to Crescent.
We will continue to have
ongoing discussions with
Crescent about the project to
bridge their development efforts
with the desires of the residents
and members of the Elizabeth
community. Crescent is seeking
zoning approval by the end of
2019, with plans to begin breaking ground on the project in late
2019 or early 2020.

Notice how this crosswalk on 7th
Street is in need of maintenance.
4
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From the traffic
chair: Let’s make a
plan for improving
our transportation
experience
by Evan Kettler
Let’s start by admitting that I
don’t have a passion for traffic.
I do, however, have a passion
for quality of life and safety. We
have to share our public spaces
with everyone – people who live
here, people who have business
or friends here and people who
are just passing through – and
they have to share those spaces
with us. We may be walking or
running, perhaps with children
or pets. We are people with
mobility issues, vision issues
or hearing issues, perhaps. We
are people on bicycles, electric
bikes, scooters, electric scooters,
wheelchairs and motorcycles.
We are people driving and parking automobiles.

(CDOT), and Brandon Ray, a
field investigator with CDOT,
who are working hard to educate
me about traffic and how improvements may be made.

and traffic signals needed? How
should we prepare for and adapt
to development on 7th Street
and elsewhere?
With the support and
assistance of many members
of the ECA board, we are
working to stay abreast and
positively influence the effect of
development on all of the people
and all of the transportation
modes addressed above. Again,
we want to be strategic and
focus our efforts on projects
and improvements that will have
the greatest positive impact on
our community. It’s more than
responding to the loudest voice:
it’s using information, energy
and skill to identify and pursue
the most important things that
might actually get done.

Sometimes community
members bring concerns to the
ECA board and sometimes they
bring those concerns directly to
CMPD and CDOT. Each of those
are valid routes, although urgent
issues should always go through
CMPD or the city’s 311 service.
To be strategic, though – to
be intentional about making
positive change in our transportation experience, regardless of
mode – we need to be organized.

I’d like to start with infrastructure, specifically with the
low-hanging fruit of existing
infrastructure that needs maintenance. As you’re out in the
neighborhood, notice: Are sidewalks pedestrian friendly or are
they impassable for some of us?
Are stop signs easily visible and
That’s a lot to tackle, and
reflective or are they aged, dirty
I’m not a traffic engineer or
or obscured by limbs? Are crossan informed advocate – yet. I
walks and “stop here” lines easily
started this journey by meeting
visible and highly reflective or
with Officer David Padgett, our
have they been degraded by age
response area coordinator for
and traffic? Do traffic signals
the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
work properly? These items can
Police Department (CMPD), to
and should be addressed. We
learn more about what goes on
need to methodically map our
in our community. Padgett has
community and identify areas
been extremely helpful and has
needing maintenance: anyone
provided information to help me
want to help?
understand where incidents take
We also have special chalplace. I also meet at least quarterly with Angela Berry, a traffic lenges and opportunities that
may take longer to unfold.
manager with the Charlotte
Where are additional crosswalks
Department of Transportation

Recently the NoDa neighborhood successfully conducted
its own community survey to
gauge the traffic and transportation priorities of residents in
order to better represent those
needs to the city. That required
time and energy to design and
conduct the surveys and analyze
and present the results. Again,
anyone want to help? Email me:
evan.kettler@gmail.com.

photo: Evan Kettler

retail, second-floor office space
and parking that will be made
available to patrons of businesses
across the street, where successful launches by The Stanley and
The Crunkleton have increased
the need for overflow parking,
particularly during peak hours.
There would be no residential
component to the project.

Home: Given Charlotte’s
housing crisis, we feel called
to do our part. We are looking
at repurposing one of our
buildings and converting it into
affordable, clean and safe housThere are four major
ing. We are working with expecomponents to our vision:
rienced, established non-profit
Heart: Our main sanctuary,
organizations to identify and
the heart of our church, was built provide care for those who live
in 1922. It fell into disrepair and there, along with the church’s
is in need of some major renocare and outreach. Existing
vation. Some of the work being
zoning allows for 20 studio
completed includes a new roof,
apartments. These plans will be
mortar work, interior repairs,
emerging over the next year.
repair and covering of our
Got questions? Feel free
stained glass and making the
to
reach
out to Eddy Capote,
sanctuary accessible to all our
ecapote817@gmail.com
or
members. If you drive by our
Caldwell pastor John Cleghorn,
campus, you will see that roof
jcleghorn@caldwellpresby.org.
repairs have commenced. We
expect to be finished by midYard Yak: Let the ruthless
summer.
culling commence
Hearth: Belk Hall, a meeting by Kay Minor
and recreation space built in the
1950’s, has reached the end of
I confess. I have an addiction.
its useful life. Our plans are to
A symbiotic one of nature and
replace Belk Hall with a multi-use nurture. A carefully curated
facility open to the community.
collection of living things that
As a “hearth” for our city, it will
truly float my boat. An Ark
be the core of our civic, commof All on a tiny urban lot in a
unity and social justice ministry. community of like-minded folks.
We anticipate the work to begin We do our best to take care of
toward the end of 2019.
one another. Emotional support

of East 5th Street and Park Drive
is an active community of about
350, and we are excited to share
plans for our campus with our
Elizabeth neighbors.

Hope: Each summer, we host
five college interns who work
in area non-profits and study
at Caldwell to learn about the
intersection of faith and social
justice. Our 2019 class arrives
Just 10 years ago the memshortly, coming from Queens
bership of Caldwell Presbyterian University, Davidson College,
Church was fewer than 10.
St. Andrews University and
Today the church at the corner Maryville College.

At Caldwell Presbyterian,
plans for renovation
and renewal
by Eddy Capote

extends well beyond my attentive
husband and two papillons: ‘tis
the garden that makes my heart
sing. And boy howdy, is it full. As
is my home. Thirty-five years of
hunting and gathering just the
right “stuff” has created what
I am now calling “The Great
Overwhelm.” Once a comfort, my
amassed possessions are using
THE PEOPLE PAGES
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energy that is sorely needed for
other chores. Like bathing, and
feeding myself on a regular basis.
The time has come to whittle
down the “physical stuff” of life.
Ruthless culling has commenced,
especially my well-worn treasures
of old that nowadays create
unintended hazards. Realizing
this understanding of less is more
has indeed evolved in fits and
starts. Throw rugs were the first
to go. Anything with a splayed
leg, out. Heavy velvet curtains
came down and the light came
through, literally transforming
the collective mood at Minor
Manor. In a dynamic double
entendre, pathways were cleared.

The 33rd annual Elizabeth 8K
Road Race was held Mar. 23, and
raised $2,500 for TreesCharlotte,
a non-profit group dedicated
to expanding and preserving
Charlotte’s tree canopy.
The overall winner this year was
Peter Koskey (bottom left), 28, of
Fayetteville with a time of 26:42.
Juliet Salgueiro (top left), 22,
of Charlotte was the first-place
finisher among women with a time
of 30:30. The Elizabeth 8K
medals are awarded to first,
second and third place finishers
and the cups (inset), designed by
local artist Gary Rubin, went to
first-place finishers in multiple
categories. For complete race
results, go to elizabeth8k.com.
Photos by Jim Dimitroff

Yep, creating space for
something new is a necessary
part of aging. What enters now
must lean a bit more towards
sustainable give and take. And
perhaps less symbiotic output
on my end as well. Facts are facts
in my world: In our body/mind
we are limited as human beings.
Thankfully however, spirit knows
no age. We can soar freely in any
direction we choose. No strings
attached. To try and fail, to fart in
public, to mix florals and plaids.
Without shame.
If you accept a mission of
“downsizing yer baggage,” asking
for help is always useful. We are
hardwired for connection, born
that way actually. You wanna
know what’s the best vitamin for
friendship? B1. Best vitamin for
an unencumbered life? BU. No
apologies needed. Ever.
6
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Folks enjoy appetizers and beverages at the start of the annual Elizabeth Progressive Dinner on May 4.
The appetizers were hosted by Grandfather Homes at the Towers at Mattie Rose on Mattie Rose Lane at the end of
Beaumont Avenue. After apps and drinks, folks headed to their respective host homes for dinner and conversation
before meeting for after-dinner drink specials at Caswell Station. The Progressive Dinner is sponsored by the ECA
and organized by a team of volunteers led by ECA social chair Max Gilland. Photo by Kris Solow

How many volunteers does it take to make little children run for joy at the annual Elizabeth Neighborhood Easter Egg
Hunt in Independence Park? Chris Mullis, who was the chairperson of this year’s hunt, said more than a dozen folks
helped plan, execute and clean up after the event. Among them were the six folks in the photo who helped fill the eggs
(above, from left): Laura Liston, Mullis, Laina Kafiti, Melissa Bryant, Heather Szews and Courtney Morgan. Other
volunteers who helped with the egg hunt include Teddy Koch, Clair Short, Finnessa Gardener, Heather Obleada, Kate
McCrobie and Kristy Walker. The annual free event is sponsored by the Elizabeth Community Association.
PAGES photo by Kris Solow, girl running photo by Douglas Shoemaker
8 THE PEOPLEVolunteers
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Early morning on Apr. 7 the normal Elizabeth neighborhood quiet was shattered by the sirens and roar of
Charlotte Fire Department trucks responding to a fire on Clement Avenue (above). No one was injured in the fire,
which apparently started in the kitchen of an apartment in the building, and was put out by a garden hose.
Seven engines and a number of support vehicles responded.
Demolition of several buildings on the Central Piedmont Community College main campus in Elizabeth continues.
The school is in the process of tearing down several older buildings to make way for a new facility that will include a
student center, a library and a theater to replace Pease Auditorium (right). Photos by John McBride
10
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How well
do you know Elizabeth?
by Lolo Pendergrast
Test your knowledge of
everyone’s favorite neighborhood with our photo scavenger
hunt. Use each of the clues to
track down the neighborhood
landmark in the photograph,
then tell us where you found it,
as specifically as you can. Email
your answers to newsletter@
elizabethcommunity.com by
July 30. The ECA will randomly
choose a winner from the
correct submissions for a $50
Hawthorne’s Pizza gift card.

6

1. Park yourself here
to remember.
2. An aria in our area?
3. Mercy, mercy. Helping the sick
for a long time.
4. You could get good pie here
at one time, but no longer.
5. Take a stroll where a saint and
a school for little people meet.
6. Better duck if you’re tall!

3

1

2

5
4
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Ads and stories for the Fall issue of
this newsletter must be submitted by
August 2.
Quarter page: 3.205” wide by 3.715” tall
(641 x 743 pixels) $80 per issue or 4 for $280
Half horizontal: 6.53” wide by 3.715” tall
(1306 x 743 pixels) $160 per issue or 4 for $560
Half vertical: 3.205” wide by 7.53” tall
(641 x 1506 pixels) $160 per issue or 4 for $560
Full page: 6.53” wide by 7.53” tall (1306 x 1506
pixels) $320 per issue or 4 for $1120
Prepare ad as a black and white jpg or pdf at 200 dpi.
Our standard 4 point inner border will be applied to
your ad, so please plan your layout accordingly.
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